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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as shown in the following listing of claims; 

1 . (currently amended) A fall protection device for an opening in a roof, said device 
comprising: 

a plurality of vertical members each having a lower end; 

a plurality of horizontal nr^embers connecting the vertical memborG; 

a plurality of bearing feet each having a connecting portion and a bearing portion; 

wherein eac*i bearing foot is secured to the lower end of one of said plurality of vertical 
members so that the bearing portion of the bearing feet support the vertical members above the 
roof; 

wherein the bearing portion is disc shaped havino a circular outer periphery, an upper 
aurfacfe. and a lower surface parallel with the upper surface and opaoed from the upper surface: 

wherein the lower surface of the bearing portion rests on the roof and the lower end of 
the veriiical member enaaoes the upper surface of the bearino portion to support the vertical 
member above the roof so that the vertical members do not engage the roof: 

wherein the connecti ng portion of the bearing foot is frusto-conical shaped and upwardlv 
extends from the upper surface of the bearing portion 

wherein the frustQ^onlcal shaped connecting portion enaaoes the vertical member and 
IS resilientiv deformed to secure the bearino foot to the vertical mftmher with an interference fit 
and resist removal of the bearing foot from the vertical membert 

wherein a first material forming the bearing portion has a first material hardness greater 
than a second material hardness of a second material forming the connecting portion; and 

wherein the second material of the connecting portion and the first material of the 
bearing portion are each plastic materials and co-molded so that each bearing foot is of unitary 
construction. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (previously presented) The fail protection device of daim 2, wherein the plastic 
materials are each polypropylene. 
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4* (original) The fall protection device of claim 1 . wherdin each of the plurality of 
vertical members is in the form of a tube- 

5. (currently amended) The fall protection device of claim 4, v^erein each bearing 
foot has an axialiy extending passage formed therein which extends through both the bearlno 
Dortion and the connecting portion and communicates an interior space of the tube with ambient 
space outside the tube so that any liquid that enters the tube flows out of the |}ottom of the tube 
through the passage in the bearing foot by gravity. 

6. (previously presented) The fall protection device of claim 4, wherein the connecting 
portion of the bearing foot extends into an open lower end of the tube and resilientiy engages an 
interior suriaoe of the tube to secure the bearing foot thereto. 

7. (cun^ently amended) The fali protection device of daim 1, whoroin tho bearing 
portion ■ifr ^mnu l ar - d ie c chapod having a cir c Mlar o wi e r p e nph e ry i an upp e r curixi c o , qnd q l ower 
surf a c e spac e d from th e upp e r su f fac e? and-whoroin innor and outer odaoc of wherein an edge 
formed at the intersection of the circular outer periphery of the bearing portion and the lower 
surface of the bearing portion are is rounded and free of sharp comers. 

6. (currently amended) The fat! protection device of daim 1, wherein the bearing 
portion has an uppor cMrfac ^ a nd a l ow e r s urfac e sp a c e d from th e upp e r surfac e and a 
thickness of tho bearing portion io at least 0*25 inches. 

9« (cancelled) 

10. (cancelled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) A fall protection device for an opening in a roof, said device 
comprising: 

at least one rail section having a vertical memben 

wherein the vertical member has a lower end; 

a bearing foot having a connecting portion and a bearing portion; 
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wherein the bearing foot is secured to the lower end of the vertical member by the 
connecting portion so that the bearing portion supports the vertical member above the roof; a*^ 

wherein th« bearing portion Ift disc shaped having a circular outer periphery, an_upper 
surface, and a lower surface parallel with the upper surface and spaced from the upper surface: 

wherein the lower surface of the bearing portion rests on the roof and th e tower end of 
the vertical member engages the upper surface of the bearing portion to su pport the vertical 
member above the roof so that the vBrtical members do not engage the roofi 

wherein the connecting portion of the bearing foot Is frusto-conlcal shg|ped and upwardly 
extends from the upper surface of the bearing portion 

wherein the frusto-oonical shaped connecting portion enoaoeB the vertical member and 
is resilientlv deformed to secure the bearing foot to the vertical member with an interference fit 
and resist renroval of the pp^mq foo^ from thp yertiffa! member; and 

wherein a first material forming the bearing portion has a first material hardness greater 
than a second material handness of a second material forming the connecting portion. 

1 2. (original) The fall protection device of daim 1 1 , wherein the bearing foot is molded 
of plastic. 

1 3. (previously presented) The fall protection device of claim 12, wherein the plastic 
Is polypropylene. 

14. (previously presented) The fall protection device of claim 11. v^ierein the veh:ical 
member is in the form of a tube. 

15. (currently amended) The fall protection device of claim 14, wherein the bearing 
foot has an axlally-extending passage fomfied therein which extends through t)oth the bearing 
portion and the connecting portion and communicates an interior space of the tube with ambient 
space outside the tube so that any liguid that enters the tube flows out of the bottom of the tube 
through the passage in the bearing foot by gravity. 

16. (previously presented) The fall protection device of claim 14, wherein the 
connecting portion of the bearing foot extends Into an open lower end of the tube and resiliently 
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engages an interior surface of the tube to secure the bearing foot thereto. 

17. (currently amfinded) The fiall protection device of daim 1 1 . wh e r ei n th e b ea ring 
portion to annular - dieo ohapod having a c i rcular out e r p e riph e ry, an uppor curfaoQ, and a lower 
riirf^rft gp^an a ri frnm thn t i ppnr fiurfaoo nnd wfaaroin i nnor and outorodooG of wherein an edge 
formed at the intersection of the circular outer periphery of the bearing portion and the lower 
surface of the bearing portion afe is rounded and free of sharp corners. 

18. (currently amended) The fell protection device of claim 11, whei ein the bearing 
portion has an upp e r euriboo and a l ower ourfaco opoood from tho uppor ouri^ooo and a 
thickness of th e b e aring portion to at least 0.25 inches. 

1 9. (previously presented) The fall protection device of daim 1 1 , wlierein the second 
material of the connecting portion and the first material of the bearing portion are each plastic 
materials and co-molded so that the bearing foot is of unitary construction. 

20. (currently amended) A fall protection device for an opening in a roof, said device 
comprising: 

at least one rail section having a vertical member; 

wherein the vertical member is in the form of a metal tube having an open lower end; 

a bearing foot having a connecting portion and a bearing portion; 

wherein the bearing foot is secured to the lower end of the vertical member by the 
connecting portion so that the bearing portion supports the vertical member above the roof; 

wherein the bearing portion is annular-disc shaped having a circular outer periphery, an 
upper surface, and a lower surface parallel with the upper surface and soacecj from the upper 
surface: 

wherein the lower surface of the bearing portion rests on the roof and tho lower end of 
the vertical member enoaoes the upper surface of the bearing portion to support the vertical 
member above the roof so that the vertical members do not enaaae the roof: 

wherein the connecting portion of the bearing foot is frusto-conlcal shaped and upwardiv 
extends from the upper surface of the bearing portion 

wherein the frusto-conical shaped connecting portion of the bearing foot extends Into the 
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open lower end of the tube and resilientiy Qngagoc an Inter i or curtiaoo of the tube deformed to 
secure the bearing foot theFote to the vertical member with an interference fit and resist removal 

of fte. bearing fgot from the Vertical member: 

wherein the bearing foot has an axiallv^extendinq passage formed therein which extends 
through both the bearing portion and the connecting portion and communicates an Intenor 
saaoe of the wjth ^mt>iem ^P^ce outsidQ thQ tube so that m llgqid thq^ f^pters the tub^ 
flovtfs out of the bottom of the tube through the passage in the bearing foot bv gravity: 

wherein a first material forming the bearing portion has a first material hardness greater 
than a second material hardness of a second material fomnlng the connecting portion; and 

wherein the second material of the connecting portion and the first material of the 
bearing portion are each a plastic material and co-molded so that the bearing foot is of unitary 
construction. 
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